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Purpose

Before beginning your introduction, you need to
determine the purpose of your essay. Is it:

- discursive / argumentative
+ anarrative

- descriptive

+ expository

- comparative.

This will have an effect on the way you introduce
the topic at the very start of your introduction.
It will also determine whether or not you need
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Discursive / argumentative. The aim of your essay is to
" argue in favour or against, or give a balanced account of a

d' statement, theory or point of view.
Narrative. This may be a historical account, or to show the
» | progression / changes of theories, behaviour, opinions or
W %L policies.

Descriptive. You may be describing a process or particular area
of your subject.

Expository. You may be required to investigate an idea,
. ‘4 evaluate evidence, expound on the idea, and set forth an
[ r. argument concerning that idea.

Comparative. Your aim is to compare and contrast
‘ various theories, methodologies, approaches or ‘ X
y * items for a particular purpose. '
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Your introduction should follow this simple
structure that is likened to a funnel. You start of
with broad, background information. Asyour
introduction progresses, the information
becomes more specific and will in turn lead to
the explicit thesis of your essay.

P General background info

—p  Beg the question

—_— Thesis statement
e Signposting
—_— Conclusion

There are alternative ways to order
and combine the last three elements.
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Starting Off

Ultimately, you want to get the reader's attention
right from the start. Atthe same time, you need to
make it clear what the reader is about to read. So
how doyoudoit?

Again, it comes down to the type of essay you are
writing. Also, bear in mind that your introduction
should take up around 10% of your overall word
count, so it can't be too wordy.

Anecdotes




Using Quotes

You can start your essay off with a direct quote. The quote
may be:

» controversial - something to start off an argument
- historical - to give context and/or a starting point.

You may even use two opposing quotes.
(Remember to cite them)

Make sure the quote is from an authority figure - someone
who is recognised in the field, even if their work is
contentious.

Using quotes indicates that you have done an element of
research. What you say about this quote, and how you use it
also helps show the reader your position on the subject.
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[t may be necessary to define some key terms. This is not the
same as dictionary definitions. There may be nuanced
"slippery” words or terms that are interpreted in different
ways. Itis therefore important thatyou show your
understanding of the term(s) as it may affect how the reader
understands your train of thought.
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This is more common in the Arts as scientific terminology is
usually explicit.

As before, the definition may come in the form of a quote
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